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Ins This Sufficlently *“Overt"?

Two Amerlean women lost their
Hves as the result of the sinking of
the Luconin by i Germun submsarine
last Bunday night,

It was in (he blackuess of o moon-
lees night., No warulng. of course,
The first torpedo thal struck dealt
the fatal blow. The second extin-
gulshed all the ship's lights, What
followed Is euslly Imaginable. The
groping through dark gungways to
find egress to the decks., The frantle
search of punic stricken passengers
for the boats. Reporis have it that
the ship foated an hour. In the fuce
of imminent death sn hour s like
a minute, Up on the hurrlenne deck
the ship's two wireless operntors were
sendiig out B O 8 calls,  So slender
was the time for thew that they had
barely secured an unswer from a

ship dropping from beuenth them, and
leaped into the ivy seu.

It wAs Februnry. Durk, wintry,
with a heary swell tossing the over-
londed boats. The devil tish that had
delivered the fatn! stroke had disap-
peared. Its “daredevils,” as g German
publicist describes the subnuirine offi-
cers, had dashingly sneaked up on
an utterly undefended and unsvspect-
ing ship, and let fiy iheir bolt of
death. That 300 non-combatants were
thus exposed to the perlls of a win-
ter's night, in open bouts, on a turbu-
lent pen, was o mutter of indifference.
They violated every Inw of nations,
every principle of humanity, but what
of It? For their enmmnies’ opinions
they eared nothing, and they believed
that the only neutral nation Involved
was so steeped In pucifism nnd shal-
low casulstry as to inspire neither
regpect nor dread.

Two American women died in that
night of terror. Reports differ as to
whether they perished miserably of
cold in the open boat ci were drownml
by its capsizing. It is Immaterial, In
aither case they were foully murdered
by the German policy of ruthlessness,
“Well,” say our pacitists In Congress,
“they should have kept off belllgerent
ships” But they trisl unavailingly to
do s0. Week after week they walted
for-an American ship to sall, but the
@erman threat kept such vessels tied
up in port. Tmpotence, incompetence
and wvacillation in the Administration
at Washington falled to furnish these
ships either with a convoy to assure
thelr safety or with guns for thelr
self-defence.

Tn his first Lasitania note President
Wnson sald:

=American citizens act within their
indisputable righta in taking their [the
belligerents’] whips and In travelling
wherever their legitimate business calls
them wupon the high seas, = * »
The Fmperial German Government will
not expect the Government of the Unlted
HStates to amit uny word or any act
neceasary 1o the performance of its
sacred duty of maintaining the rights of
tha United Btates and ltw citlzens and
of safeguarding their free exercise und
anjoyment.”

And in his appeal to Congress for
authority to handle according to his
own ideas the present Internallonal
crfels the President sald:

*“*The overt act which T have ventured
to hope the German comnmandera would
in fact aveid has not ocourred.”

At thut very hour the bodles of an
Ameriean mother and dunghier wepe
tonglng on the ley walers of the 1rish
Bea, victims to Prnssinn rulhlessiiess

s this act suficiently “overt"?

The Fall of Kut-el-Amara.
Kutel-Amuru, lost olmost a
ago by the Britlsh to the "Varks g
Germans, hos been retuken, The re-

N

petroleum products, thelr preservation

matter of the “highest Imperial Im-
portance,"

Bagdad would defeat the Kalser's
grent Orlental scheme. It would give
vcontrol of the eastern terminus of
the railway which with the ldea of
Teutonic power and conquest back of

“,ll wius one of the Impelling causes

of the war, This roud If Anished

tonie forees In the Enst, for over It
tould be earrled supplies and reen-
forcements to Bagdad, Despite re
{purts from Berlin and Constantinople
of Its completion, there are undoubt.
| dly missing links ulong the way of
{from 100 to 200 miles In length,
These gaps moke the position of Bag-
durd, difientt of defence under the
most favorable elrcumstances, peril-

- | ous in the extreme I the Britlsh send
Volagninst o large and well equipped

Tattacking foree,
{ New factors
much more favorable to the Allles'
Asintle  eanmpaign  than  when the
Britlsh were lemmed In ot Kut-el-
Amaran.  The Ottoman foree that
threntenmd the Spex Canal hos been
deiven haek. The kingdom of Heluz
bes been estublished and o consider-
nble force of Arnbs hax been armed
by the French and British for war-
fare ngninst the Turks, The army
of the Gramd Duke Nicporas is hold-
Ing n strong positlon In Armenia.
Thix nrmy, according to reports, hus
been incrensed and better equipped
than ever before for earryving out the
orlginul plun of campuign. With the
iliversion of the Turkish troops that
the British success makes necessary
It wonld seem' that the Grand Duke
I8 In n letter position than ever be-
fore to force his way southward to
the Bagdad line and to cut off the
Mesopotamian wvalley from the Turk-
ish capital. By thus establishing a
Russion line from the Cuucasus to
Alexandretta on the Mediterranean
he opens the long desired way from
the east to Constantinople.
“Timidity.”

'resident WiLkox's reference to “so
muny of our s=hips which are tim-
Illy keeping to thelr home porte” nat-
urally irritates the bosoms of certaln
American shipowners,

But why sbiould they not admit that
they are “timid” in the face of not
merely a German threst but Jts exe-
cutlon?  For even President Winsox
allows thut the Housntonic and the
Lyman M, Law were sunk,

Why should the shipowners not be
“timld” when they can get no lusur-
ance for their cargoes and when Presi-
dent Wnsox is as yet undecided
whether they ought to carry guns?
For he speaks of defensively arming
merchnnt vessels only “should that
become necessary.”

Why shonld not the owners of pas-
senger ships confess to a ceriuin “ti-
midity"” sbout zending Americans to
#en when they know they eannot pro-
tect their lives and the Government
of the United Staies has taken no
steps to protect them?

Must We Buy Our Fricnds?

It Ix probable that fu the brief time
left before adjournment the Senate
will have no opportunity to take up
the Colombian treary as desired by
the President—a fortunate situutlon,
Mr. WiLsox's plea has been that
in n time of foreign menace we nepd
every fricnd we ean nold on thig side
of the Atluntle and that therefore
we should puy Colombia $25,000,000
for our part In conniving at the revo-
lution by which she lost her provinee
of Panuma.

The plea has been plausible enougn
to mislend many Americans who have
not taken the pains to acquaint them-
selves with the history of that opera
houffe revolution, merely comle In its
immediate circumstances, although it
results were blg with Importance to
the whole world.

Whatever may have heen the e-
sire and Intent of the Roosevelt Ad-
ministration in relation to Panama,
It¥ nctunl overt acts In the revolu-
tion were confined to seeing that the
Colombian forces ut Colon were not
permitted to ride on the then French

owned Panama Rullroad as dead-
heads. This may sgound like a re-
ductio ad absurdum, but it is the

literal fact. The revolution, conslst-
ing mainly of a few plotting politi-
ciuns, was progressing with tropleal
deliberation In Papama clty, opposed
only by two Colombian gunboats in
the harbor, whose met contribution
to the maintenance of national au-
thovity was the firlog of u #hot that
killedl u Chinaman peacefully sleeping
oft sn oplom =tupor in his bunk. Bul
at Colon, forty-elght miies away, were
cucugh Colomblun troops to suppress
thw uprising, Thelr commanders de.
munded trains. The French man-
agers of the rvallroad, probably in-
spired thereto by United Stuies in-
fluences, demanded fares in advanee,
The Celomblans, being broke, declpred
they would eommandesr the needed
trains. Unlted Stotes asuthority, ex.

capture of Kut, strwathened digine
the Turkish ovccupotion by the Ger-
man  engineers, aud the recstabilish-
went of British intluence in Pepeshu
indicate the continuaies of the e
fully plunned cuompuign for the oones
ol of Aslotic Turkey,

The occupation of Bagdud s the
objective of the British forces. This
city now lies less thun o bhundred
miles up the Tigris, Kut was fts
strong defence on the south. The
reasons for the British cawpeign in
thin purt of the world were pever
clearly slatel,  One purpose, how-
ever, Is evident, the possession of thw
oll welly at the heud of the Persinn
Golt. They have revently developed
kreat productiveness, As they prom-
e to A1l Greut Brituin's demands for

pressed by nonuvy otficer In communid,
unnounesil its determaination to pro.
teet the rowd from any hostile net
nnid keep 1t open for ordinary traflie.
For laek of gabour 84,000 for fures the
Colombinn army was foreed 1o sit
suplne in Colon while the Republie
of Panatin was tlumphantly ereeted
on the ather side of the Isthimus,
'rior to this time the Government
of the United Stutes had made every
offort to complete a treaty with Co-

{lombia for the rights In the Isthmus
{for which we afterword pald Panama

K100, A rapaclous rabbla of
Colombiun politiclans defeated every
effort to ratify the (resty, seeking
blackmull for themsclves, The then
provinee of 'anama, which had every-
thing to gain by the construction of
the canul, became cnraged and threw

became, as stuted In Parliament, &

The possession by the British of

in the slinntion are !

'oll' the yoke. They were pald what
' Colomblia would have been puld If her
{leaders had shown elther political
In- or common honesty.

There 18 no reason whateosyer for
the United Btates to pay this belated
blackmall. The plea that it will make
for ua friends at a critical moment
i= an uaworthy one. The same plen
was used, with more reason, to block

! the anti-Japanese legislation in Tdnho,
| It may be set up by aimost every ut-

a0 | would be a strong viement In secur: | torney or lobbyist who may be press-
"% 38 |Inz the suceess of the Turkish-Teu. Ing a claim on behalf of some forelgn

cllent agalnst the United Btates Gov-
ernment.

Is not our present state of ahject
surrender to Germany sufficlent with-
out letting the ferror with which that
natlon seems to have filled this Ad-
ministration Impel us to sacrifice
other International righte? Must we
llJug- Central American friendship by
'

paying blackmnall?

| The Sixiy-third Congres: and Sad
! Experience.

On April 20, 1914, President
Witsox went before the Sixty-third
Congress  “to nsk your approval
that [ should use the armed forces
of the United States In such ways
and to such an extent a8 may
be necessary to obtain from General
HuertA and his adherents the fullest
recognition of the rights and dignity
of the United Btates, even amid the
distressing conditions now unhappily
obtaining In Mexlco.”

On the same day the House of Rep-
resentatives, by a vole of 337 to 87,
paseed 0 resolution, ns follows:

“Resolved, Hy the Eenate and House
of Representatives In Congress assem-
bled, that the Fresident of the United
Hiates Is justified in the employment of
the armed forces of the United States
of America to enforos demands made
upon Victromiano Huerta for unequivo-
cal amends to the Government of the
United States for affronts and indignl-
ties committed agalnst this Government
by Ceneral Hrenta nrd hin represen-
tatives."”

The Sennle Committee ou Forelgn
Relations refused to report this reso-
lution favorably, and reported In-
stedd one reading thus:

"Whereas in wview of the fucts pre-
sented by the Presldent of the United
Htates in his address deiivered to the
Congress at the joint seasion on the
twentleth day of April, 1914, with pe-
gard to certain affronts and Indignities
committed against the United Btates In
Mexico,

“Resolved, That the President s jus-
tied In the employment of the armed
forees of the United EBlates to enforce
hisx demand for umqui\m&l amends for
affronts and indignitles committed
against the United States,

“Be it Further Rerolved, Tha: the
United Btates disclaims any hosiility to
the Mexiean people or any purpose to
make war on them™

Whille the Renute wa= debuting the
substitute  resolution  the  President
used armed forees of the United
States to selze and occupy the port
of Vern Cruz. The armed forees of
the Unlted Stotes thus employed
without the authority of the Sixty-
third Congress were not pul into
action to protect American e and
property In Mexico, nor to enforee a
demand for “unequivocal amends for
affronts and_ indiguities commitsed
agninst the United States,” In the
words of the Sennte resolution; nor
“to  enforce demands made upon
Vicromaxo Huegra for uneguivoc:]
amends,” us the Honse resolution put
It; nor even “to obialn from General
Hverta and his adherents the fullest
recognition of the rights and dignity
of the Unlted States” s President
Wirsox phrased it. No; the armed
forces of the United States were em-
ployed solely to prevent the Germun
steamship Ypiranga from lunding
munitions conslgned to Huerrta, They
were not even used to compel that
sulute to the American flag which
Huerta had refused and which was

ingenlously pur forward as a con-
strifftive Insuit to this country's
hoenor.

In other words«, but equivalent and
unequivoeal words, Wooosow Wirsos
nsked the Sixty-third Cougress to
sunction his use of the milltary power
for a personal purpose in April, 1014,
While Congress was eliminuting the
offensively personal element from lis
complinnee with his request he went
anhead snyhow, using the milifury
force at the cost of American lives
for a peity and unworthy personu!
object, which was, after all, not suc-
cessful. The Yplrangu delivered her
cargo to Huertistas at Puerto Mexico
Instead of Vera Crus.

And now the Sixty-fourth Congress,
in 115 last days, sees President
Witsox come before It asking for
an unlimited trausference of military
power. There (s no definite statement
of purpose, no suggestion of a pro-
grumme or policy to be pursued. The
President wants simply a sweeping
power of attorney—and a blank check I
on the Treasury. How under heaven
ean the Sixty-fourth Congross be ox-
pected, in the light of previous ex-
perience, to view the proposal favor-
ubly? How ean It do othegwise thon
previsely und exactly llmit its be-
stownl of power, a bestownl properly
valld for o few days only, Lut which
It appears to be the President’s luten-
tlon to vulldate as long as Le cun,
perbaps untll the first Monduy of next
December?

The Plain, Hard Fact.

WiLLiax Howarp Tarr has per-
formed wo luconsiderahle public wer
viee In saying that American clitlzens
on the decks of American ships un-
der the Amerienn flag eannol be -
tacked without an assuult upon Ameq-
leun honor and Ameriean territory
which must be mat,

It German soldiers were to come (o
this country and shoot at Amerlican

.

L4
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the act would be In no essential more
fingrant than the shelling or torpe-
{doing of an American vessel,

but oceur after open  threats by
the German Government, how long
conld we put up with it? Counld we
content ourselves with handing an
Ambassador his passports and then
Aebating the expediency of furnighing
pedestrians with weapons to defend
themselves?

Speculation es 16 whether the next
Congresy In to be “better”’ than this out-
Kuing one may be alded by the recol-
lection that three of the nolslest pacl-
fists, Baney of Pennsylvania, Tavex.
NeR of Illinols and Cantawar of Texas,
do not come back.

Bome persons will refuse to become
serlously agitated about food condi-
tlons In New York clty until they
hear that

tricts from which the loudest com-
pluints come,

After mll, the New Jersey Repubil-
cans are not as unkind to Mr, WiL-
BON @n 18 the Democratle Congross,
Tha New Jersey Legislnture proposes
to repeal only eix of the seven sister
laws; the Congress hus dumped Mr.
WiLsox's whole programme overboard,

Dr, Eusry C. BrowslL says: "The
President's message must come ds a
painful shock to all those who were
counting upon him to take immediate
action for the vindication of American
right="

But were there any such?

We are amazed at the moderation
of the Utlica Observer when It =ays
that gn automoblle road (one i pro-
poses) to the summit of Whitefuce,
that peerless Adirondack mouninin
beautiful in all lUghts from any dis-
tance, “would mean a certaln dumage
that could never be repaired” Why
should the flank of Whiteface be torn
up to make a macndamized road for
wheeled vehicles? Literally thousands
of climbers, women and children as
well as men, make the ascent with
transports of dellght every vear. If n
vote could be taken not one of them
would want to see the honking auto-
moblle (nvade the npper solitodes
Its name would be leglon. 1t i now
#ren on every rond in the Adirondack
region that commands glorious views,
Scores of panoramas can be enjoved
in a day.

The peak of Whiteface I8 not nec-
essary to the pleasure of automobil-
ists,. Have the mountain lovers no
privileges but they must be shared
sooner or later with the blessgd ones
who ride nonchalantly in touring curs?
Profane not the noble sanctuamry of
this mountalin with a road for devil
wagons,

A Manhattan preacher has called
the cave man “m hideous creature of
olden times,”” This Is too severe. The
cave man was an early apostle of Kul-
tur, advance agent of Frightfulness,
leader in the school of efMiclent ruth-
lessness. To denounce him (= to come
perllously close to unneutrality.

As 342 out of 430 members of the

reslected last November Mr, WiLsuy
must have exaggerated when he sald
In his address on Monday that it would
take "an unusual length of time to
aspemble nnd organize” the Sixty-fifih
Congress.  Only the new members,
elghty-eight, wonuld have to make the
Journey to Washlngton., and they
would have preclous Nittle to savy
about organizntion.

If Germany would take a referen-
dum before sinking our ships and kill-
Ing our womankind there would be
mors reason for our tikine one befurs
applying the customary metlhoss
melf-defence

sl

THE MISSION OF THE U-s3.|

No Longer Mysterious in the Light!
of the Laylng Up of Qur Liners,

To e EDITOR oF THE SUX—8ir: In
view of the fact that the Government
of hig Gracious and Tmperinl German
Mujesty has succeeded in frightening
the greater part of the merchant marine
of this country from the hizh seas In
peneral und Ita naval vessels from the
port of Beyrout in partiealar. a tuirly
recent incident, which has been lttle re-
ferred 10 of late, mppears in (ts true
slEnificance,

War {t not the intention of that ad-
mirably eMclent, far saelug and coor-

Should such a thing not only occur, |
h' |

motion picture theatres
are no longer profitable in the dis- |

present House of Representatives were |

| doubtless would not help the poor,

| Nyw ¥

Particnlars of & Food Budget Now
Actually In Operation.

To Tue Borron or Tne Buw—8e: |1

llve on the West Bide within a few doora
of Fifth avenus, My family consists
of my husband, myself, & son of 17 and
! another of 10, We all work hard and
_must have enough to eat. Beoauss of
| our occupation we must dress weil, and
jcertaln things must continually be our-
‘chased which those living on the East
Hide among “starving rioters’” never
(think of needing. After deducting for
~our monthly rent I have the enormous
wum of §7 weekly on which to clothe,
| feed, pay latmdey  bills, purchase two
| newspapers every day (Bunday In-
| vludeddy and compass the hundred Inci-
| dentals which are an svery day neces-
slty. We dresn well, foad well and do
Hot run in debt, and have avery month
this winter vieited a gooo theatrs,

The cort of our living for a week .a°

I FEEDING FOUR ON 4.

|4 paokagen eoreal ... ®0.40
T cann evaporated cream.. . v

I poutid oleomErgarine. . coovesseavass U0

i-"- 2 OF peanut DULIOr, . .ooveraes i {1y
- A of POIRtOPA. . . vsscsnninsiin L]

2 pounds of parenlps. ... coavinsnns A4

1 cdan temalons . e ey e AR

1 pound bLroken spaghett!, ........... M

1 lonves of broad & dBY .. caeenias 1.00

Tolnt . 0 ]

Bvery morning for broakfast we have
ecereal mnd cream, perbaps un orange,
LOur lunch consista of bread and peanut
butter, This can be bought at a nume.
ber of storvs throughout CGreater New
York at 12 cents a pound and It Is rich
in food value, Our dinner at night con-
wlata of one veretable, bread and, but-
ter or peanut Litter, and a salad of
bananas and vranges, Sometimes [ sub-
siltute plain boiled rice with brown
gravy made by placing hamburg steak
dredged with flour In the oven and hak-
ing it. 1 save the meat for the next
and make the gravy by adding
flour mixed to & smooth paste to wnler
poured into the baling pan after the
meat is removed.

Bananas can be purchased at almost
any fruit stand at ona cent apleces. Or-
anges ean be bought for ths aame price.
1 buy tea by the pound ; sugar, 26 centa
worth at a time. This quentity lamts
me two weeks, 1 always have eocon and
|roffes in the house and substitute them
lut times for ten. But the entire cost of
our ving ench week {5 never above $4
and Is usizally below,

It s strange to me that in &l the
articles I nve read on the high cost of
livine the nutritive values of peanut
hutter and bananas are not mentloned,
These can readily be obtained, and if
those Bast Siders who are “starving”
would substitvte the whola wheat for
the expensive and pon-nutritive  rolls
for breakfast they wouldn't dle of mal-
nutrition.

1 honestly belleve the whole turmoil
Is caused by the gnorance of women
who spetid money foalishly, combimed
with s pro-Oerman desire o see an
embargo on foodeluffs declared and thus
fnjure the country, “llod knows where
this country will land" If we, having
put our hand to the plough, do not plod
on to the end of the furrow.

AN OLp TiME AMERICAN

New York, February 27.

PLENTY OF FOOD?

day

| WHEN MEN DECAY.

An Unpleasant Citatiom From the
History of Rome.

To Tae Evtror or Tus Buw—8ir: 1
have read with much interest the arti-
cle under tha head “Starvation? In
which you deplore the stupld emotional-
fsm that is prompting the present Con-
gress to appropriate a largs sum of
money for the charitable amelloration
of the present food shortage In the stom-
acha of & oertain class of anarchistie
agltators, Incompetents and ne'er-do-
walls throughout ths eountry.

1 have not umed your language, but
such Is about the sense of it, and I ne-
ocuse you of plagiarism, Your sditorial
article perfectly fita conditiona that ex-
lsted in anclent Rome from the tims
chuaritable feading of the multitude was
begun by Cutus Gracchus down to the
tima of the toppling and fall of the em-
pire.  Your editorial article would per-
fectly Nt the puges of & Roman news-
naper of that period,

The Inhabltants of Rome during that
pertod were divided Into three maln
classes, the rich land owning, slave own-
Ing upper class, the elaves, and the par-
axitic Jower citizgen class that had be-
come pauperiged and degraded by the
samn  hypocritical charitable methods
now under favornbla consideration by
our present Congress, which you wisely
condemn,

The assumption was that the peopls
were fed at the publie erib for the peo-
ple's good, bhut the true reason for the
publie feeding wan to control the vole
of the underwhelms. Those who sought
office must have the votes of the com-
mon herd, and he who promiyed the
lurgest charitable donations at Gowverns
ment expense wus eloeted,  Consequently
the more unserupulous the political dem-
agogue the surer was he of the =upport
of the mnajority of the voters,

Thin system soon killed the spirit of
patriotism In the heart of the Roman
citigen. He looked upon him Gowvern-
ment me a vampire looks upon It vic-
tim. The upper class looked upon the
common people as a desploable, para-
sitic rabble, but whose support ambi-
tlous persons must have at whatever
public cost,

The Roman ecitisen-soldler class con-
sequently went out of existence, and the
armies upon which the defence of the
emplre devolved wers composed of hire-
lings nnd slaves, recrulted malnly from
the very people and the very rmtlons
ugalngt which the emplre had to defend
itmalf.

Thess conditions gave birth to the
feudal aystem. The large land owner
gathered to himeelf, for the protection
of himeelf, his retainers and his prop-
erty, a large number of slaves and mem-
bers of the parasite class, He lived 'n
n fortified castle and was soon strong
enough to defy his own Government and
laugh at s king or emperor

The common herd was glad, for ite
own protection, to give it=elf over u-
terly to the domination of the feudal
lord

Huve we hegun to ses the pnssing of
the great American Republie?

Hrosox Maxim

Brooxtrs, February 27,

BACKING THE P_RESI.DEHT.
Cynienl Thoughts of a Man With

It So, Judicions Refusals to Buy “‘Ill,
Regulate Hizh PFrices.

Torsn Entron oF T e Sy —8ir: When |
B HouseReopar Eeas thie the |
| fods wne must have poing beyond her!
| reach nnd it case of DY OF sLArve
| khe knows Dbest where the shoe pinches |
t1f one oun correctly judge from the
I sl ks of godals tn the retall stores these
e plente of food While
the pocketbook becomes exhuusted the
| Flon ks continue 1o bha robust
1f dealors wotld refuse to Py Specis
' prices the miatter would ene
Thevy mizht Just as well quit
ving at speculative prices as to Luy
and then dind out that tie consumer
cannos pay the prices,  Those who con-
fesg thelr Impotence cannot help and

pricves of

PEAEmE 1O

lat

Euxivsn R Dopuk.
mi. Februury 27
Hanglog the Flag.

To e Eviton or THE SUN—S8ir: In
view of the discussion that has been
currled on through the columne of Tie
SUN relutive tn the proper way of hang-
ing the fNug this seems & proper time to
nequaint your readers with the fact that
the flag committee of Trondequolt Chap-
er, 1), A, R, has written to the Rochexter
(Chamber of Commerce about the respect
due the American fing, According to
the D, A, R. three rules that should be |
vheorved are: |

1. Display Old Glory from Its own
fingpole, by day only, with union at top |
of pole,

£ If no staff ts avallable, hang the |

dinanted =ystem, the Gernmin Govern-
ment, In sendine U'-53 over here on her
gloriously dischurged mizs<lon off Nan-
tuckel, to Linpress upon our people 1he
might of the All Highest, and upon our
Government w  proper appteciution of
what was Lelng held In reserve for uns,
If it did not restrain kngland from fur

flag undraped aguinst w wall, right side |
out, which will bring the unlon in upp
left Limnd corner if the stars are hori- |
gonutal, or in upper right hand corver nll
perpendioniur H
4. Mat it highep than vour head
Home correspondents have  digagresd |

ther breaches of Internutionul Iaw, and

of orderly search and seirura which
have proved quite as effective as a
blockade of Germany? If such was in-
doed the inteution of the German Giove
ernment, how wudmirably has 1t wsue-
coeded| Are we not covered with goose
flesh? Are not our llvers turtied to
water? “For the great day of hix wrath
Is come and who shall be uble to stand T
Faced with such Prussinn  efficleney
and power and embarrassed by the coig-
plete  Inubllity of our Government
wate us, had we not bhoter apologize for
our somewhat hasty action lu dismlssing
our tried und true Irlend Von Bern-
wtorff, asit that he be sent lmek to us
for our further enlightenment, and pa'nt
our Euips In whatever cheerful manner
13 most pleasing to the Germans?

Of vourse, If the Amerlean people do
not vare to submit and decide to tike
o band in the matter they have only to
BAY FO, AL TETHIAT AT

from pursuing those barburous prictices |
'oocupy the upper right hand corner as
| ¥ou stand looking ul the bunner, but it
| ia apparent that the I

with Tie Svun regurding the latter's |
sugaestion thut when the flag s huns
vertically the gturs #liould he madn to

A K18 In ae-
vord with Tie Bux on this polnt, Prob-
ably neither the 1), A. R nor THe Sun
ran be wceepted us final authority on
this point, but the suggestions carry
welgl” and should tend to elear the
diferenca of opinion PaTrioTio.
New Yonk, Foehruary 27,

A Word for the Electrle Drive.

To tue EpiTan oF THE SUN—=E&ir; The
oppotients of the elecirle drive now de-
mand that a civilian “board” be up-
pointed to review the whole mutter., The
Navy Department Is not run by outside
debating soclaties, 1T officials who muade
the present decigion are thought Incom-
pelent, the proper courde (8 (o make
chiarges ngainet them. Wea put thom
wliers they wre Lo use their officinl oiy-

New Yonk, February 26

The Halt Sea Brood.
Oh, for & mmn of the sitipe of Jones
Hlood in his velns, marrow in Lila bones!
“Minne is the fresdom of the wri—
Balk whoe dare!”™ Paul Jones, tis he

Oh, for & man Deocatur ke,

Never his colors would he sirike

“Mine s the frecdowt of the wew®
Night or wrong, mine own countpry ™

Oh, for & man of the Lawrence cul!

Oh, for a man liks Farragut!

Oh, for the men af good red bload'

Whut hua become of thie salt sea brood?

cretion, Having done that, they are no
L more wmenable to w “board” of enginoers
thun is a Judge, under like conditions,
| b i committee of luwyers.

Thiat the propused salectriy machinery
i5 probably the best of ity Kind st hand
{ Honmn to b whown by the omission of
[ 15 aritivs to tell us how to belter it
If they knew, the Joy of present victory,
[tet plone jmtriotism, would met thom
trumpeting from the housetops,

Pank HeEnsaMiN,

NEw Yonx, February 27,

To Tne Eoitor o Tig SUs—S8ir; 1t

Hear thelr laughter rise and swoll?
Limt!  "We're mfont, aud the fus -ta heil’
Wars the way! for the séas belong
To us ax well an the royei thirong

Oh, for the man of the stripe of Joyues
With marrow In thelr good backbones!
Ohy tor the men of good red bleod!
Whst has becomne of the salt ses bhrood?
Fomacw SpyMoun Emims

L|.-ltlmms| in the sireets of New York

e T T —

g o ot ——

Homun attempts sulelde, no matter for
whnt cause, s s juiled. I he wants
fond il lias no woney to pay for it and
| dloes not steal 1L be is committing suleide
[JUst the seme, 1 he steals It to Keep
himeell alive ha ix julled fur theft. Beo
te s demned {f he does and dumned If
he dowsn't. C DL
l New Youx, February 27, v

]wm".t of making an army at least could

fulong with the other

- - — . - -

Ancrican Sympathles

To THE Epiyor oF THE StUN—=&ir May
I eall sour attention to the eominanuls
eatlon cnfitled “Call for Mas= Meotings" |

and wseert that the writer thercol s
gullly of a bull, to wit:
Why oatinot niass mee loge be culisd in

to offset the harangues of moen
Moors and Mann In and out of Cun-
green®™ | venture to eay thay the halls
would be Alled to overflowing, and to
mian those gathered there wmounld back the
President

Now for the love of Mike and "at and
Dennis, bhack the President [y what?

It is nlways back, back' Back up,
bavk down, but never backbone! It is
to lunugh! A CruT.

New Yonu, February 27.

this ety

HiRke

Conditlonul Prediction of a German
Prince In the White Houwse.

To THE E0ITOR OF THE SUN—Fir; Lot
us hope fhat the Republican Senators

| tract,

SCIENCE

DO WE OWE COLOMBIA

[———

NY co:
MONEY ? \

The Author of the “Life and Letters

ing the Panama Revelutien by German Agents.

of Jobm Hay" Reviews Eventy Prey

Although the likelthood that Oem-
gress will pay the large sum of de-
ferred hush money to Colombia seems
small. it may be well to state afresh
the main polnts of the orlginal trans-
action,

In preparing the 'Life and Letters
of John Hay" I had accras to all Mr.
Hay's material, Including his private
letter books, so that 1 have knowl-
edge of many matters which have
never been published, Certalnly, the
good people who have heen persuaded
by the Colombians and thelr lobby
In Washington to pay Colombia an
immense sum In order to clear the
congclence of the United States have
been governed by plous emotion rather
than by acquuintancs with the faots,

It will be remembered that two
routes, the Panama and the Nicara-
gun, were discussed as possible for the
Interoceanle canal. After Investiga-
tlon by & commission of experts
created by Congress, the Panama route
wns preferred, and Prealdent Roosevelt
was empowered to make such terms
#s he could with the French Canal
Company, the succeasor of the original
Do Lessepa company, and with the
Government of Colombla. Work by
the French company had ceased, but
the work niready done by it was estl-
mated at forty million dollars, and the
company agreed to sell out to the
United Btates. Colombla sent to Waah-
ington Dr. Thomas Herran with full
powers and Instroctions to negotiate &
treaty for ceding to the United States
the rights and territory for the canal,
Hay, then SBecretary of State, conducted
our pnegotlations, and on January 27,
1903, the treaty was duly signed by
him and Herran. On March 17 the
American Senate ratified {t. Colom-
bla was to recelve 310,000,000 out-
right and after nine years an annual
bonus of $250,000,

At Bogota the ratification of the
treaty  was  delaved, although the
terms had been approved by the Co-

continued throughout the summer
Nevertheless, high officials kept prom-
Ising that the ratifieation would surely
be mude: but antumn came and the
matter was still unsettied when the
Colombian Congroess adjourned,
Meanwhile the political ring which
controlled the Colomblan Government
thought that they saw a chance
areatly 1o swell their profity by the
transaction. They tried to blackmafl
the French company to pay them
$10,000,000 additlonal for permission to
#ell out to the I'nited States. When
the French company refused the ring
resorted 1o an amazing breach of von-
In renewing her confession to
the French o Tow years before Colom-
bin had extended this time from 1904
to 1910, Now the (‘olombian black-
maliers declured that the extension
was not valld and that the French
concession would expire in 1904,
T'his meant that In about a yvear all

vights in the canal, including the
considerable excavation alrendy com-
pleted, wonld revert to Colombla, By

this quick and ep=y method the ring at
Bogota wonulid hecome possessed of
240,000,000, and they could demand ss
much in excess of this from the next
bidder for the right to construct the
cannl as they chose.

Whether the Colomblans originated
this dishonest project themselves, or
were put up to it by the German
srents, open and secret, who infested
Dogots, | do not know: but there s
o yuestion of the persistence of those
aeents, and Secrotary Hay had reason
to believe that it was this German in-

ring from ratifying the treaty

Cermany’s motlves were osvious,
Willlam 11 regarded the United Btates,
which upheld the Monroe Doectrine
the natural enemy of Gernumny's amb -
tion In the Western Hemisphere, (e

i

will not weaken (n the stand they nre
suld 1o have taken to block logisiation
on some of the important unpropriation !
bills In order to force President Wilson |
to ciall the new Congress together,

The Incoming Congress might be sup-
posed to bhe more patriotic than the |
supine body which, heaven bLe thanked,
is about to expire.

The nation needs a trajned army and
neade it badly, The new army bill, pro-
viding for compuleory military service,
should be passed this spiring and then |
tralning campa could e estuablished in|
various parts of the country and tho |
Be grartd this summer: atherwise noth-
g cun be done until next wintor and n
ull veur will go into the serap boap
wtastel
do noething Adnmilolaitlon
o not profess to e niu

yeirs of
thi
t

of 0 mili-

tary mah, my eole exjerence having |
Leent s a private In the Army of ltm"
Faolomtiae, bt T do know that this great

nution peeds an wrmy bin euongh to af-

rord protection to its cltlzens und Its
property.,
1If Uermany's barbarous submarine

warfire should lead to her triumph It

will be good-by the United States and

we phall have & German Prince presid-

ing in the White House. AT R
New York, February 27.

Amn American's Creed.

To T EpiTor o)f THE SuvN—»5ir: Mr,
Wilkon s our Presldent, whether we
Hike it or not, and wll good vitlzens must
stand by him. We have a right 1o de-
mand of him, however, that he defend
Americans’ right to sall the meas and
protect their lives whila exercising that
right.

We aleo have a right to demand that
he surround himself with mwn in whom
the ecountry has confidence, capabile, pu-
triotle men, and Josephus Dantels s
not one of thegy

It is time that partisun politics shouid
be dropped and the les=t men in the
country bes ealled on fur patriotis =sp
viee,  Our cltizens have suffered enoush

| thwarted ¢

Fone of

Vthrough U
|-||"'-|" wnd ut Washington

humiliation,

For God'a make Iat us line up with
]

the white people of the world

Let Mr. Wilson declave war on the | Fosithe  Oplnlon That
Huns and give us & chanco to Le proud |

thut we are Amerleans once more
YA MeMiLax,

PirreroN, Pa., Fehruury 27, l

Loag Time Beiween Unkes.

From the Elkton Democrat
Fifty vearn sgo James Kice, the pro-
prittor of Ripe's bakery, haked & wolding
caka for the marringe of Mr. and Mrs
Willam R. Wallls of Jarrettuvilie, and dur-
ing the last week ho had the unusuyal
plensure of duplicating the order for the
oelobration of thelr fftieth wedding wnni-

VAIsary.

The New Beug.

“Columbia, Jammed off the ovesn.'

had tried to tuke the Philippines, hat
was thwarted by Dewey,  "If | had
hid @& daree flect” the Ralser sald
after his discomiture at Manila, T
would have taken Uncle Sam by the
seruff of the neck””  He had been

150 1 hils effort 1o buy two

great Larhors “for Liis personnl ume™
i Lewer Callfornic and in snrreptis
tiously establishing a naval Lose on

the Margarita Isiands; and
only n few months lefore, in his at-
tempt to occupy Venezuelan ports, he
cotmpellsd to back down when

Roosovelt  Informed him
Germnn  Ambassador
that the
Kitser must eonsent whthin thirty-six
arhitrate hiln dispute with
risk an encounter with
the Amedlean Neet,  Noturally, there-
fope haiser wished to embarrass
the 1 oitedd States ax much as possible

had beety
Fresldent

Tours ta

Venzoeln ur

(R

it o seciory the Isthminn Canal for
Gormwn hillders and German control,
it he could.  That German agents
ghonld  encournze he Colombians to

gn buck on an offivial contract wad
also in keeping: for their Kalser and
Aovernment regarded solemn treaties
e moere seriaps of puper

|
Hy u strunge and notlecable Incon-

gistenvy the American phllanthroplsts
whose consclences have heen made
ruw from thinking over the wrongs
done to the Colombinn ringsters at
Bogots  have mnever expressed the
slightest svmpathy for the people of
Fanama.  Probably this overslght ex-
pluins the debatable judgment of those
phllanthiroplsts in the "rupe of Pan-
ama.” In fact Panama was one of e
Btatog of Colombin, and for wyears it
had plotted te win its independence.
The pedason wus cleat AMthough Co-
lombia wug  supposed have groat
whieral  and  other the
Calombling juss sl
til nur the envrey
Frspiee Prat ani,
the Ftrip conncvting

tis
resOurees,
pelthioe Ui enpl
PR LY A T
bwelng
MrNN,

LEL R O
Wy el
the two

WHAT WILL SOUTH AMER-
ICA DO?

Her Natlons
Wil Act With the United States.
To rtuk Epror or The SUx-— S I

fing that in discussing the redent orisin

the United States and tier-

America s left “out In

Lieiween

LY, South

the cold.””
The question that T am trying to mn-

Lewer bn, “What will south America do
[ the Vnlied States takes wn  active
fpart in the present war? Wil Pan-

Americanisn contitne™ Wil #gome un-
neutrad couptey In the weighboping con-
tinent tale wetive meszures aguinst the

United Htates po that they may guln

commaerciully by L7
Houth Amerlka as & whole 1u larger,

lombinn administration, and the delay

had an hmmediate International
Whatever this carned in conm?:

. rallrond and travel did g
stay ama, but wont upy |
Bogota t tich the politicians t

The Panamans had nothing to
them to Colombla, from which
recelved no favors; whereas Col
cherished Panamn as the source ¢
much wealth. Bo the Panamany iy
long asked eaeh other, in substasy,
"Why shouldn’t we own ourselves™

When the possibility loomed up ¢
the Americans would bulld the o
by the Panama route the Panam
KETewW more eager for Independes
and In the course of (wo years, 14
1801, they induliged in four revalu'
agiinat the Colomblans, That Ame
can agentis, especially persons ink
ested In the French Canal Compe
abetted them there can be no dowm
and finally, in October, 1903,
Bunau-Varilla openly conducted g,
agitation on the Isthmus. He hadl
terviews with SBecretary Huy, who gy
him no encouragement, and with Prw
dent Roosevelt, who told him
American warships wore near
fsthmus and would keep the trase
across it open, as this Governms
was pledged to do. Whether ty
President then promised Bunau-Viri
that these American ships would ps
vent ths “landing of any armed fom
either Government or Insurgent,
any polnt within fifty miles of Pasl
ama,” 1 do not koow. The recod
whow that thess instructions ws
issued only on November 2, the dyg
before the ‘“rovolution” took pha
There Is no douht, however, that th
order did prevent a Colomblan trams
port from landing troops, assistum
which gave the Panamans an ewq
and qulck wvictory., Omn November (
the Republic of Panama was e
claimed; on November € ths Tnity
Btates recognized it; and soon them
after the treaty which the Colombiay
rejected was ratified.

My sympnuthy In this transaction b
with the Panamans, who wera strop
| gling for Independence. They kL
no Interests, no ohligatlonsa Wi
bound them to Colombia: on the con
trary, they had suffersd for decads
from the extortions practised upon
them by the politiclans at Hogta
Thelr restlessness was not sudden, i
frequent attempts to revolt shows
and during that very summer of 143
when the Colomblan Government s
Senator Obaldin to be Govetnor !
Panama, he gave warning that !
Panama was forced to revolt in orir
to secure the canal "he wounld st
by Panama."

The actlon of the Tnited Sates =
helping Panama s not very i-- iy

from that of France in helping ¢
American coionies In 1776, Seif-t
terest, as well s =entiment, lLada
part in hoth transactions. Bor Frase

after having alded us in becoming o
dependent, did nol thereafter prooos
to Indemnify Fngland by o4 cnsh oy
ment for the loss of her cologios
The polticlans ot Bogotu, peien -
ing that they had overreached to
solver, tried to win back the goad
v ,

of the United States. Thev
to see the Panamans recelve
$10.000,000 which they had
refused. They thought
permanent  profit  wileh the o
would bring. So they despatehed o .-4‘
most respectable man, cx-Presiin
Reven, to Washington to beg our @
ernment to reconusider, leves emjpe
ae counsel Mr, Wisne MacVew
who was seeond to none nt the cnpll

inenlen
lso of I

'| in adroltnes=s gud resource,

Two vears aeo, when T was eolles

fluence which dissuaded the Colombian | g material on this eploude in Jes

Hay's ecareer, T aelod Mr, MaeVesr

for his =slde of story, 1 0w
kunown L owell forf many yYears, =
e Tides gtiite treely with mie on 2
o e s hie miways did,  He holo

¢ persannl aislike of Hay, which m
hove colored hls apinlons.  Reyes, %
salid. was authorized to offer the can
concesslon for eight milllons insteadd
ten millions, if our Government wol
only throw over the Hepublic of P
ama. Then Le described how, huvisg
submitted this offer to President 1tome
velt, they took thelr hats and wnolisd

'across Lafavette Squure {n =es Hif

who was =lek in hed. Hay Hatened s
the letters they read; buar would 2
give a declslon until tl¢ next meoer-
Ing. Then he announced that M
would not hesr of the proposal ¢
abandon Hanpamy

This, Mr. MacVeagh told me, wis
supremely foolish, “Why," he sid
“(‘olambia wonld have settled for fie
millione rither than lose all™

And now, fourteen years after 1ns
affair wis closed, the American Cong
gress 18 nrged toa pay SZ5000 000
salve the Teellngs of the Colon Wl
Government, wiieh wonld have tnle
85,000,000 fn 1808, 10 sueh oa !
wers to succeed, It would be equiy i
to paviug 1mperially the Gers
agents at Bogota, who, o order tor
Jura the United Btatrs, persumidod ™
Colomblan politiclans not to patify o
canal trealy,

In 1900 Secretary 1fay, 1l
that finlshed diplomat 11c.  ThaT
White, negotiated with Denmard ¢
treaty for tho purchase of the Daes
West Indles, Evervihing scemed pr
pitious: the Danish King and Can
and Darish public opinion e ored
project, but It was defeatod I
Honse of Peeps nte
Hat had gond reason to beliowv
[ the defeat lind been -cclured
| halser, whose agent wers u» b
the Danish Parlinoent as ties o

by one

the American Coogress A Tew

ago the T'nited Biates

{alands for §0 0 000 aon Wi

more thin w shn vk

for 1he act oty o e in i

(118 Wit Jlosror Thpe
Casipi ok, M ol

i . maore produactive and o

prcochont marine thea the T I

wnd although 4t moeuld In
them to tgen sogalnst the it
I o positive Ll 1 Wl
First of all, thes
nationy, with Undle =un
Then agnit, then
Amerlean mopey thed wl
loa and viea vwrsi, ool

grodr
in South amed
Luntly

Amerlen cun he compared wiol

Fach vomtinent comprises vasioys o
tlons  whose bleals differ: theoefos
would ba iMonls for sl of  he
nerrly all of thein to wnite I

| I Houth America cnters tae
enter with the Uniied St Bl
HEgalnag It
A patriot's prayer saould he
Flintes and Pan-Amerioinisn oo
LEsTER A GiotTrond
New Tork, Februury =7




